 Known deaths from accidents at Neston Colliery.

Coal mining was a dangerous occupation with the risk of roof falls flooding and gas. The Burton and Neston History Society has identified the following deaths at Ness Colliery and Little Neston collieries. We cannot guarantee this is a complete list but it is what we have found in our research.

In 1762 John Manchester was killed in a coal pit and three years later John Tatlock also died. In 1770 John Burrows died from a fall in the pit. and a sulphurous explosion killed Thomas Cottrell. In 1771 James Brundrett died from a fall into a coal pit. In 1774 Daniel Smith who was probably a child was killed, and two years later John Berry and Thomas Williams were killed in accidents.

1777 was a tragic year as Robert Williams died from a fall and Edward Taylor, John Rowlands [or Rollin], Thomas Roberts, William Prestwood were all killed in a sulphurous explosion. In 1778 the same type of accident killed John Cottrell who was probably a child.

In 1790 James Glaves and Edward Davies were suffocated in the coal pits and in 1794 William Griffiths died from a fall into a pit. In 1799 Ellis Kendrick died from a fall to the bottom of an engine and in 1802 Anne Jones aged 10 died from a scald of water from the engine.

In 1837 William Armstrong was killed in an explosion ignited by a colleague’s candle.

In 1838 an inquest recorded the deaths of John Lewis and Joseph Taylor who were killed by fractures and convulsions when they fell to the bottom of a coal shaft out of a basket in which they were descending to their work. Joseph was 10 years old.

By 1855 the mines had closed and it was not until 1874 that work started again with mine shafts at the bottom of Marshlands road.

In May 1876 some brickwork at the new pithead gave way and one of the sheer poles supporting the head gear broke. A labourer Hughes was killed and a foreman Isaac Fisher was seriously injured and died later. His grave is in Neston Churchyard.

In 1882 Edwin Hooson the bank top foreman died as a result of being crushed between two wagons.

In January 1903 Mr Johnson was killed by a roof fall and he left a widow and five children.

We have no information of a major disaster at the pit. The mine accident book for 1911-1927 survives and over the sixteen years it records 530 injuries. Five deaths were recorded and a serious injury which led to death four years later.

In Feb 1914 William Barnes was doing roofing work when a stone fell from the roof and killed him. He left a widow and six children.

Later on in 1914 in October Thomas Hughes was hit by a full box of coal which was being pushed along a passage in the mine. He suffered severe facial injuries and died six days later and he left a widow and six children.

In March 1917 Richard Roberts was helping to shunt trucks on the surface when he slipped and fell under the wheels. He was aged 18 and his mother saw the accident. The shock turned her hair grey by the following day.

In March 1921W Briscoe was cut on the head and leg when coal fell on top of him and he died four years later. The doctor stated ‘in all probability his death was due to this accident’.

In June 1924 there was a fall of rock and William Jones and Tom Price were buried. William Jones died but Tom Price survived with an injured arm and shoulder.

In Jan 1926 Frederick Abel was killed. He was going to turn on a compressed air tap for his father when he was hit by a stone which fell from the roof.

I have mentioned the families of some of the miners and life was hard for the women who brought up families when incomes were low. In 1926 during a long miners’ strike Mrs Bulley from what is now Ness Gardens provided food tokens for the families. When the mine closed, some of the women of the area set up the laundry Hollis’, which was well known locally.

We pay tribute to all who worked long hours  in the mine in what were often difficult and dangerous conditions.

